CHLDHOOD’S

By Alisha Rast & Matt Schwartz













HAT'LL TEACH
YOU SOCME
RESPECLT!!
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WHAT'VE |
CRYING?7?
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| & WHERE ARE
YOU GOING?
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| GUESS GIRLFRIENDS
ARE MORE IMPORTANT
THAN BROTHERS.
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DO YOU HAVE
TO?

OKAY. DRIVE
SAFE.




| LOVE THAT BOY...




WHAT IS
THAT 6LY
DOING?










GATHERED
HERE
TODAY.-..

IN REMEMBRANCE
OF ASHLEIGH










YOU @#$%ING
BASTARD!
WHY?!

WHY'D You
LEAVE ME?!
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WHY'D You
LEAVE ME




Come on, man, this isnt cooll At least
m youre not deadl

"Come on, man, this isnt cool! At least tell

me youre not dead!




WHAT ARE
M\ YOU DOING?




R/ WELL, | JUST
B WANTED TO, YOU
fl KNOW, BE IN HIS

WELL, |, ROOM.

UH... YOU
KNOW..

| oF coursk, skE'S
HERE FOR THAT
BASTARD.

YOU WON'T TELL
ANYONE, Wil
Youz?

..- SORRY.
WHAT
HAPPENED?




OH, YEAH, LIKE I'M

o GONNA BELIEVE
8\ THAT. DID YOU GET
( INTO A FIGHT?

YOU KNOW YO
CAN ALWAYS
TALK TO ME.-

ABOUT

ANYTHING-

WELL, I'M GONNA
GO. I'LL BE IN THE
NEXT ROOM OVER IF

YOU NEED ME.
DON'T TELL
ANYONE I'M HERE!







| CAN SEE WHY YOou
CHOSE HER...
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TO THE

=S TO BREAK IN

9
Z
d
|
Z
Q
w
b3
q Q
1)
| @

s

ESRERTTT T TTT] N

IR S




mgmfm's..u -

DUDE, THAT
WASN'T
FUNNY!

--- WE NEED
TO GET You
INSIDE.
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NO. THERE'S A
FIRST AID KIT
UNDER THE
BED

SHOULD TAKE
YOU TO THE
HOSPITAL




NO, YOU c
SHOULDN'T BE
MOVING! HERE,

DLET ME DO IT

THERE, ALL
DONE.




YOU CAN'T JUST
PASS [T OFF AS
NOTHING. YOU'RE
SERIOUSLY
INJURED!

WITH AN
ELEPHANT?

CLOSE ENCUGH.
NO, SOME

FOOTBALL i B W
PLAYERS. , NN

OH, YOU KNOW. JUS

SOME GUYS ON THE

TEAM. DIDN'T LIKE
MY ATTITUDE.




FINE.
WHATEVEER. |
NEED TO GET

HOME.

T'S NOTHING.
REMEMBER TO
CALL ME IF
YOU NEED TO

TALK.-







DING DONG!
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THINK OF

| GOT BEAT
UP IN AN

HAT ALLY? THIS IS\
BATTLE GROUND,
THE PLACE NAMED
FOR THE LACK OF A
BATTLE.

IGOT INTOA
FIGHT WITH SOME
|\ RUSSIANS BEHIND
- FREDDY'S.

NOW THAT
MAKES SENSE-




SO, HOW'VE
YOU BEEN?

WHAT'S
WRONG?

'S NOTHING . WHAT'V
YOU BEEN UP TO?
BESIDES GETTING BEAT
UP BY A BUNCH OF
RUSSIANS, T MEAN-

YOU KNOW, | THINK
THIS IS THE FIRST
TIME I'VE EVER
BEEN INSIDE YOUR

il IT'D BE TOO
DANGEROUS WITH

AFTER SHOWING THOMAS TO
LUKE'S BEDROOM, THEY TALKED
FOR A WHILE, THOMAS EXCUSING
HIMSELF LATER, SAYING HE HAD
HOMEWORK -







CAMPING
WITH YOUTH
GROUP?

DOES IT COST
MONEY?

TEN DOLLARS...
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YOU HELP
ME?!?




DUDE, YoU
OK7 YOU WERE
SCREAMING -

YEAH, I'M
GOOD.

YOU DON'T
NEED TO
APOLOGIZE.
ARE YOU OKZ,

ARE YOU SURE?
| MEAN, YOU
WERE REALLY
FREAKED.
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LIKE THAT'LL EVER
HAPPE
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REALLY,
THOMAS. I'M
FINE. 6O
BACK TO




INSERT BEEPING
NOISE

Y DID YOU EVER
GO BACK TO

NOT REALLY. KEPT N

OF FADING IN AND

I'M GONNA
60 EAT
| BREAKFAST.

I'M GONNA
CHANGE




HAVE TO GRAB
MY PHONE.

THOMAS BEFORE?

CRAP... WHAT
SHOULD | SAY?
WHAT DID | TELL
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RUSSIANS
REALLY GOT

LUKE GOT
JUMPED BY
SOME RUSSIANS
BEHIND
FREDDY'S.

| FEEL YOUR
PAIN-

HUHZ WHAT ¥
RUSSIANS? A

UH, YEAH-.. IT §
WAS PRETTY
BAD...

'LL MEET
YOU G6UYS AT
BREAKFAST -




WHAT REALLY
HAPPENED?

WHAT DO YOu
MEAN?
RUSSIANS

! —=
WHY DO YOU MAKE ME t :
LIE TO YOU? &

---ARE YOU
SURE?

4
§ SORRY, THOMAS.
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BREAKFAST IN
A MINUTE.
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THINK | SAW HIM
HEAD OFF INTO
THE WOODS. You
CAN GO LOOK
FOR HIM AFTER
BREAKFAST -

OFF INTO THE
WOODS? THEN
SHOULDN'T I-

CARE OF
SELF. HE CAN
WAIT UNTIL

AFTER
BREAKFAST.




ACTUALLY, NOW
THAT | THINK
ABOUT IT, I'M

PRETTY SURE |

AW THOMAS TOO

I\ DEPRESSED.
— - . ; \‘r'
L 2 )

HE LOOKED
PRETTY

SHOULDN'T
LEAVE HIM
ALONE FOR TOO
LONG.
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YEAH, AND MIKE'S
GONNA WIN PARENT
OF THE YEAR.

YOU KNOW

T'M HERE

FOR YOU,
RIGHT? A6

| COULD SAY THE'SE
SAME THING TO
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WHEN ARE You
GOING TO TELL
E THE TRUTH??Z

| MEAN WITH THE \
BRUISES! YOU GOT BEAT §
UP BY SOME RUSSIANS
BEHIND FRED MEYER'S?
EVERYONE KNOWS THAT'S
THE APOSTOLIC'S
TERRITORY.

ALL THE RUSSIANS HAN
OUT AT SAFEWAY!
BESIDES, WHY WOULD

THEY BEAT YOU UP? y

TIME I'VE NOTICED
BRUISES! IT'S LIKE
YOU'RE ALWAYS INJURED!
YOU'RE HIDING
SOMETHING !

OH, AND YOU'RE
NOT?Z7 WHAT
ABOUT JUST

NOW?7 YOU'RE




GET BACK TO
CAMP. NOW.

WE'LL TALK
ABOUT THIS
LATER-
EVERYONE'S
WAITING TO DO
A BIBLE STUDY. ¢4
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B AFTERWARD, J
B APPROACHED LUKE
AND THOMAS.
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LL, ‘AJHATEVE
IT WAS, YOU GUYS Y
BETTER WORK IT A

Z..‘-?.’"'
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WON'T TOLERATE YoU
TWO BRINGING DOWN THE
ATMOSPHERE OF THE
WHOLE TRIP.
UNDERSTAND?
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7K. NOW I'M GONNA
GO FISH. TRY TO
\AKE UP, ALRIGHT 748




WHERE'RE
THE OTHERS?

GO FOR A WALK. |
R\ DIDN'T FEEL LIKE

... DID YOU
FIGHT WITH
THOMAS?




: YOU GUYS \
SHOULDN'T FIGHT. |
MEAN YOU'RE BEST
FRIENDS. I'M SURE

YOU GUYS IDDN'T
MEAN WHATEVER
YOU SAID.

HE WAS A
TOTAL JERK.
AN :

e e T HE'S YOUR
) =

WA

2 HIM. YOU NEVER
P28\ KNOW WHAT MIGHT
JA  HAPPEN... A

¥ FRIEND. YOU
| WAS A TOTAL JERK- Bl sLOULD FORGIVE
. b

4 LOSE HIM FOREVER...
LIKE ASH.-.--

HEY, SAM! WE -
FOUND THIS SUPER
COOL SPOT! You
HAVE TO COME AND
SEE IT!




NOW TO FIND HIM
WHERE WOULD | 60 IF
| WERE A PISSED OFF
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NO. | WANTED TO SAY
SORRY. | SHOULDN'T
HAVE SAID THAT STUFF. |
MEAN, I'M SURE YOoU
HAVE YOUR REASONS.

wiLL You
FORGIVE ME?




DON'T LIKE
US FIGHTING-

TOO. | SHOULDN'T

HAVE YELLED AT
YOU. YOU'VE BEEN
GOING THROUGH A :




AND

-
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N
EEKS FLYING

NCIDE

CAMPING TRIP PASSED
W

WITHOUT |
LIFE RETURNED TO

NORMAL,
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DID MIKE FORGET HIS
KEY?Z NO, THE DOOR

‘ ‘ ISN'T LOCKED...

i
i

2 WANTED TO

HANG OUT.

WHAT'RE YOU
DOING HERE?




SO, WHAT DO
YOU WANNA




WOwW. THAT
JUST
HAPPENED.

UH, YEAH-.. | DON'T
THINK IT'S GONNA GO
ANYWHERE THOUGH- T

MEAN, SHE'S ASH'S

GIRFLREND.

N
--- YOU KNOW, |
THINK YOU MIGHT
HAVE A CHANCE,
ACTUALLY.

IT'S NOT LIKE THEY
WERE MARRIED OR
ANYTHING. PLUS ITS
BEEN, WHAT, FIVE
MONTHS?




I'M SURE '\
SHE'S MOVED
ON BY NOW.

SHE VISITS
HIS ROOM
ALL THE
TIME.

)
YOU KNOW THAT SHE'S

NOT USING THAT AS AN
 EXCUSE TO SEE YOU?

DOES SHE
TALK TO YOU
AFTERWARS 7

FOR HOW
LONG?

ABOUT AN

DUDE, SHE
TOTALLY LIKES
You! You
SHOULD 60
FOR IT, MAN!

Prin of Peace

. R




---YOU DON'T
FEEL GUILTY,
DO You?

GUILTY? AS IF!
THAT SELFISH
BASTARD DID IT TO
HIMSELF.




WHAT? HE
GOT HITBY A
DRUNK
DRIVER.

THAT'S WHAT THEY
SAY. BUT | KNOW
FOR A FACT THAT

THE BASTARD DID IT
TO HIMSELF.

--. BUT THEY
ARRESTED
THE DRUNK-

YEAH, YEAH- HE

COLLIDED WITH A
DRUNK DRIVER. I'M
SAYING HE CRASHED

ON PURPOSE. HOW DO You

EVEN COME UP
WITH
SOMETHING
LIKE THAT??







A SUICIDE
NOTE. |
FOUND IT ON :

AFTER THE THE SELFISH
CRASH. BASTARD SAYS HE §
COUDN'T TAKE IT
ANYMORE. WHAT
\ DID HE EVER HAVE
' DEAL WITHZ,

ABOUT THE
ABUSE?




FIGURED IT OU
ON THE CAMPING
TRIP. THAT'S
ACTUALLY WHY |

CAME OVER.

| KNOW THAT MIKE BEATS YOU-
WHY DO YOU PUT UP WITH IT?Z WHY
DON'T YOU CALL THE COPS? |
MEAN, YOU COULD COME AND
STAY WITH ME IF YOU WANTED-

THEN WHY DON'T YOU
TELL THE COPS? IT'S
NOT LIKE THEY WOULD
PUT YOU IN FOSTER CARE;
YOU STILL HAVE YOUR

Prince of peag




W

PTHAT'S BULL
$7% € AND

WHY DON'T
YOU GET OUT
OF IT?




ELL, YOU SHOULDN
HAVE TO DEAL WITH

THIS. YOU'RE WORTH
MORE THAN THAT-




WORTH ENOUGH FOR MY
MOTHER AND BROTHER TO

LOOKE THE OTHER WAY W f
WHEN MY DAD BEATS THE
! |
/-

CRAP OUT OF ME?

WORTH ENOUGH FOR
MY OWN BROTHER TO
END HIS LIFE, LEAVING

ME BY MYSELF?7

ME?Z7 DON'T
| COUNT?Z!




LOOK. YOU NEED TO THINK
ABOUT IT. JUST KNOW THAT IF
YOU DON'T GET OUT OF IT BY

THE END OF THE MONTH, I'M

GONNA CALL THE POLICLE.
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Its ok. We‘li see




























THERE.
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R WAIT- THIS IS LUKE.
BN ASH'S BROTHER.

BASTARD
LEFT YOu!
HE DIED!

THIS! YOU'RE
ASH'S
BROTHE

YEAH, HE DIED!

SO WHAT! IT'S

NOT HIS FAULT
HE'S DEAD!










INSERT SNIFFLING/
CRYING

CRAP... i

|

YOU KNOW, | USED
TO REALLY LOCK
UP TO ASH.




---YES YOU
DID. ASH
ADORED YOU.

THANKS, BUT |
DON'T THINK
so.

IF ASH WAS SUCH A
GREAT PERSON, WHY
CAN'T | LIKE YOU?
WOULDN'T HE WANT
US TO BE HAPPY?

)

NEVER DID
GET IT.




WHY?? DON'T
YOU LIKE ME?

COME ON, WE'VE
TALKED FOR TOO
MANY TO HOURS TO
COUNT, AND YOU
KISSED ME BACK!




BUT WE CAN'T! T
CAN'T BETRAY ASH
LIKE THAT! I
LOVED ASH!

HOW DO You
KNOwW?!?

i/ YOU'RE SUCH
A BASTARD,










| Tjust kinda kissed her

—  seaaspy)

Woohoo! Go lukelt
2:29 PM

| Yeah right, she hates me

S seawm)

Did she SAY that?
230 PM

"LHowd you tell her?




—

] !

| Thomas

S ||| 360-448-9671

Sent: 2:32 PM_;

Dude, she [ikes youl!
2:32 PM

,' What ever? !

Sent: 2:33 mdf




WHY ARE YOU CRYING?
I'M JUST YOUR
WORTHLESS IDIOT
SON.







YOUR
PHONE'S
RINGING.-







LUKE!

THOMAS, HE'S

AWAKE!

YOUR MOM
CALLED THE
COPS ON
YOUR DAD.
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THOMAS TOLD ME
EVERYTHING.
---EVERYTH
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