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Slide 1
Hi, I’m Dene Grigar, from Washington State University Vancouver, and my project is the “Fort Vancouver Mobile, Phase 2:  Women and Domestic Life at the Fort.”  This is an app for the iPhone and Android and accompanying multimedia content that tell the story of The Village at Fort Vancouver National Historic Site, located in Vancouver, WA. 

As you can see from this image, the fort dates back to the early 19th century at the height of the Fur Trade period when the Hudson Bay Company had control over the area.  The Village was the site where the workers associated with the company lived and worked.  The women who lived here were predominantly Native American women who were married to these tradesmen and, themselves, contributed greatly to the growth of the area.  

Slide 2
This second slide shows our app found in the Android store.  

I should mention that there are over 2 million artifacts collected from The Village that have never been seen by the general public.  So, with our project visitors are able to access images of these artifacts––as well as historical recreation of events via videos, animations, and sound files.  This means that visitors to the site can walk into one of the reconstructed houses and, using the GPS feature of their phone, access images of Spode ceramics or cookware used during the period, or stand in the area where the garden was located and learn about the kinds of food women grew to supplement what was allocated to their husbands by the company.

Slide 3
This final slide shows the schematic of the way in which the multimedia content unfolds.  

Phase 1, which you see on your left, is our proof of concept completed last summer.  It tells the story of the Hawaiian workers of The Village.  We are building Phase 2 out of the success of Phase 1. Ultimately, the project is imagined as one that can be utilized for other national parks in the U.S. for similar purposes, and our project has become the model for the National Park Service as a method of storytelling.

